Acknowledgement by unknown
Acknowledgements
This volume is the result of  the fruitful interaction and collaboration 
of  American and European scholars from the fields of  history, litera-
ture and culture, who meet regularly at the biennial EAAS and the 
traditional meetings of  the Southern Studies Forum. Ties of  friend-
ship have developed over the years and have greatly supported the 
preparation of  the International Colloquium on which this volume is 
based. 
Yet, this book would not have been possible without the help of  
various institutions and individuals. The editors are particularly grate-
ful for the generous support they have received from the Austrian 
Academy of  Sciences and the British Academy, under whose aegis the 
Colloquium took place in September 2006. The munificence of  the two 
Academies ensured the participation of  a considerable number of  
prominent experts in the field of  Southern Studies interested in the 
transatlantic cultural exchange, an interaction which has in various 
ways fertilized both Southern literature and the national literatures 
of  numerous European countries. Many European authors and film-
makers have been inspired by Southern novelists while European intel-
lectuals, philosophers and writers have in turn contributed to the 
cross-fertilization of  literature rooted in the American South.
The two editors of  this volume would like to express their gratitude 
to the two Academies for sponsoring the Colloquium, and specifically 
to the Austrian Academy of  Sciences for providing the necessary funds 
for the publication of  this substantial volume. The Cultural Office of  
the City of  Vienna, the Dean of  the Faculty of  Philological and 
 Cultural Studies at the University of  Vienna, and the U.S. Embassy 
in Vienna similarly supported the Colloquium and thus helped scholars 
from both sides of  the Atlantic to engage in this joint analysis of  the 
complex transatlantic exchange.
The editors of  this volume also appreciate the promptness with 
which the contributors submitted their essays, and they acknowledge 
the support by the administrators and the staff  of  the Academy and 
Acknowledgements10
the professional skills of  its publishing house. Thanks are also due to 
the members of  the small team in Vienna who assisted in the time-con-
suming task of  preparing the proceedings through painstaking research, 
the necessary reformatting and proofreading: Elisabeth Damböck, 
Monika Fahrnberger, Christina Fuchs, Judith Geng, Evelyne Goger, 
Katharina Mewald and Nicole Semmelrock. A grant for a research 
project on the transatlantic exchange by the Austrian Science Fund 
has supported and thus greatly facilitated this stage of  the work, 
which is thus gratefully acknowledged.
On a more personal note, Richard Gray would like to thank his friend 
and colleague of  many years, Waldemar Zacharasiewicz, for being the 
perfect host and an ideal collaborator; the project would never have 
been brought to fruition without his organisational skills and commit-
ment. He would also like to thank his family for their help and support 
at every stage of  the project, and in particular his wife Sheona.
In similar vein Waldemar Zacharasiewicz would like to express his 
gratitude to Richard Gray for this most fruitful and enjoyable col-
laboration. Not only is he a prolific scholar of  great critical acumen, 
but he is also always willing to generously share his knowledge and 
insights with his friends and fellow academics.
Richard Gray,
Waldemar Zacharasiewicz
